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Australia-Korea BRIDGE (Building Relationships through 
Intercultural Dialogue and Growing Engagement) Project 

  

Information and Application Pack 
Australian Schools and Teachers 

  
Please read the following information about the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project for Australian  
and Korean schools carefully before commencing the application. All sections of the application 
must be completed in full. Applications must include the school principal’s endorsement. 

The signed original of the completed application should be sent by fax, electronically or in hard 
copy form to the Asia Education Foundation (AEF): 

Ms Hilary Smith, Project Manager, Study Tours & Exchanges 
Asia Education Foundation 
Level 4, Sidney Myer Asia Centre 
The University of Melbourne  
Parkville VIC  3010  
Fax:  03  9347 1768 
Email: h.smith@asialink.unimelb.edu.au  

  
The deadline for the submission of applications is 5.00 pm Friday 7 August 2009.  

Purpose of this document 

The purpose of the document is to provide an overview of the program and assist Australian 
schools and teachers in completing their application for the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project.  

Part A – Information Pack 

1. Objectives of the Australia-Korea 
BRIDGE Project 

2. Description of the program 

3. Timeline for the program 

4. School eligibility 

5. Teacher eligibility 

6. Funding support 

7. How to apply 

8. Selection criteria 

9. Assessment 

10. Reporting requirements  

11. Privacy statement

Part B – School and Teacher Application 
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Part A – Information Pack 

1 Objectives of the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project 
The Asia Education Foundation1 (AEF) will manage implementation of the Australia-Korea BRIDGE 
(Building Relationships through Intercultural Dialogue and Growing Engagement) Project in 
partnership with Australia Education International (AEI) Seoul and Chungbuk National University 
(CBNU) in Korea. The Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project is supported by the Commonwealth 
through the Australia-Korea Foundation which is part of the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade (DFAT). 
 
The project will occur between August 2009 and December 2010 and will involve 8 Australian 
educators and 8 Korean educators from 8 Australian secondary schools and 8 Korean secondary 
schools.  
 

Program goals 
• To increase Australian teachers’ and students’ knowledge and understanding of Korea 

and contemporary Korean society. 
• To increase Korean teachers’ and students’ knowledge and understanding of Australia  

and contemporary Australian society. 
• To support foreign language acquisition in Australian and Korean schools. 
• To support a small cohort of schools to acquire Internet technologies and undertake 

basic training related to their usage. 
• To support the development of sister school relationships between Australian and 

Korean schools and collaboration between Australian and Korean students. 
 
Major activities 

• A visiting Korean and Australian teachers program – providing opportunities for 8 
teachers from Korea and Australia to spend time in Australian and Korean schools, to 
build their capacity and skills as teachers and to foster school-to-school and personal 
relationships. 

• Development and provision of online resources and training to support sustainable school 
partnerships – to support Australian and Korean teachers to participate in longer term 
engagement, particularly through student collaboration. 

 
Expected outputs 

• A two-week program in Korea for 8 Australian teachers [September 2009] and a two-
week program in Australia for Korean teachers [February 2010].  

• A professional learning program for 8 Australian teachers and 8 Korean teachers to 
support online collaborative activities and engagement over the project period.  

• An online resource to support school partnerships, activities and collaborative projects 
between Australian and Korean teachers and students. 

• Monitoring, evaluation and reporting of project outcomes.  
  

 

                                                
1 The Asia Education Foundation is an Australian-based organisation that supports Australian schools to study about, 
and engage with, countries and people in the Asia region. 
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Expected outcomes 
For participating Australian teachers and schools: 

• Increased knowledge and understanding about Korea in Australian schools – 
specifically an understanding of traditional and contemporary Korean culture, society 
and history. 

• Increased support and interest in Korean language programs in Australian schools.  
• Strengthened intercultural understanding between Korea and Australia, including 

overcoming stereotypes about Korea that may exist among Australian teachers, 
students and their school communities.  

• Improved professional capacity to support new pedagogical practices and the 
implementation of Internet-based collaborative learning.  

• Support for implementation of the Melbourne Declaration on Education Goals for Young 
Australians and increased engagement with the Australian Government’s National 
Asian Languages and Studies in Schools Program.  

 
For participating Korean teachers and schools: 

• Increased understanding and knowledge of contemporary Australian culture, society 
and history in Korean schools. 

• Strengthened intercultural understanding between Korea and Australia, including 
overcoming stereotypes about Australia that may exist among Korean teachers, 
students and their school communities. 

• Improved professional capacity to support new pedagogical practices and the 
implementation of Internet-based collaborative learning.  

• Support for ongoing school linkages between Korea and Australia to expand the 
benefits of the project beyond the individuals who participate to include other teachers, 
their students, and school communities. 

 
For all participants: 

 Support for ongoing school linkages between Korea and Australia to expand the 
benefits of the project beyond the individuals who participate to include other teachers, 
their students and school communities in both countries. 
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2  Description of the program  
The Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project will provide Australian and Korean participants with the 
opportunities to: 
Australian teachers and their schools: 

• learn about Korean society and culture; 
• support their Korean language program (if applicable); 
• gain an understanding of contemporary Korean society, history, language and culture; 
• learn about current Korean pedagogical practices; 
• participate in ICT and online collaborative learning training; 
• further their knowledge of ICT in the classroom; and 
• build professional and personal networks with Korean educators and schools. 

Korean teachers and their schools: 
• learn about Australian society and culture; 
• further their English language skills; 
• gain an understanding of contemporary Australian society, history, language and culture; 
• learn about current Australian pedagogical practices;  
• participate in ICT and online collaborative learning training; 
• further their knowledge of ICT in the classroom; and 
• build professional and personal networks with Australian educators and schools. 

 
The Australian- Korea BRIDGE Project will occur in five phases: 
  
Phase 1. Selection of Australian and Korean schools and their teachers to participate 
Following a review of applications received, eight Australian and eight Korean secondary schools 
will be selected to participate in the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project. Each selected Australian and 
Korean school will nominate a teacher to participate in the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project as part 
of their application.  
 
Phase 2: Selected Australian teachers to go to Korea 
Eight Australian teachers will visit Korea for two weeks in September 2009 to undertake a 
professional learning program with their selected Korean partners. The program will include:  

• a one-day cultural program on Korean society, history and contemporary issues for Australian 
educators; 

• a two-day ICT professional learning program on the use of new technologies in the 
classroom, online collaborative activities and navigation of the BRIDGE Project website for 
Australian teachers and their Korean counterparts; 

• a nine-day school and homestay program for Australian participants with their Korean school 
partners; and  

• a one-day debriefing program for Australian participants.  
The homestay and school experience will provide opportunities for Korean and Australian partners 
to share teaching experiences and plan for their ongoing engagement through online collaborative 
activities.  
 
Phase 3. School Partnerships – Australia-Korea school engagement 
Following the program in Korea, Australian teachers will work on joint on-line collaborative 
activities with their Korean counterparts over the following four months. A suite of projects tailored 
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to suit a variety of school / classroom teacher needs will be available to support the Australia-
Korea BRIDGE Project. A website of online resources and training materials will be available to 
support school partnerships and longer term engagement.  
 
Phase 4. Selected Korean teachers go to Australia  
The eight Korean educators from the Korean partner schools will visit Australia for two weeks in 
February 2010 and will undertake a professional learning program with their Australian teacher 
counterparts. The program will include:  

• a one-day cultural program on Australian society, history and contemporary issues for Korean 
educators; 

• a two-day ICT professional learning workshop with their Australian counterparts in Melbourne 
to consolidate classroom collaboration and the use of ICT including use of the BRIDGE 
Project website for Australian and Korean participants; 

• a nine day school and homestay program for Korean participants with their Australian school 
partners; and  

• a one-day debriefing program for Korean participants.  
The homestay and school experience will provide opportunities for Korean and Australian partners 
to share teaching experiences and plan for their ongoing engagement through online collaborative 
activities.  
 
Phase 5. School Partnerships – Australia-Korea school engagement 
Following the program in Australia, Korean and Australian teachers will continue to work on joint 
on-line collaborative activities using their knowledge of the BRIDGE website and training materials 
to develop and sustain their school partnerships into the future.    

3 Timeline for the program 
The following timeline is indicative only and is subject to change. 

Applications open for Australian schools/teachers Tuesday 21 July 2009 

Applications close for Australian schools/teachers 5 pm on Friday 7 August 2009 

Successful Australian applicants announced   Wednesday 12 August 2009 

Matching of Australian and Korean educators  Thursday 27 August 2009 

 
 

Visit Program 1 – Australians in Korea Arrive Korea on Sunday 20 September 
2009 

Cultural program for Australians (one day) Cultural Program Monday 21 September 
2009 

ICT professional learning program for Australian and 
Korean participants (two days) 

ICT Training with Korean Counterparts in 
Seoul, Tuesday 22  – Wednesday 23 
September 2009 

Homestay and school program for Australian 
participants with their Korean school partners (nine 
days) 

Homestay with Korean school partner and 
counterparts from Wednesday 23 Sept – 
Friday 2 October (day of departure), 2009 

Debrief program for Australian participants  Upon return to Australia 
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School Partnerships – Australia-Korean school 
engagement October 2009 - ONGOING 

 
Visit Program 2 – Koreans in Australia Arrive Australia by Thursday 11 February, 

2010 

Cultural program for Koreans (one day) Cultural program in Melbourne, Friday 12 
February 2010 

ICT professional learning program for Australian 
and Korean participants in Melbourne (two days) 

ICT Training with Australian Counterparts in 
Melbourne, Saturday 13 – Sunday 14 
February, 2010 

Homestay and school program for Korean 
participants with Australian partners (nine days) 

Homestay with Australian school partner 
and counterparts, Sunday 14 – Monday 22 
February, 2010  

Debrief program for Korean participants (one day) Debrief in Sydney, Tuesday 23 February, 
2010; return to Korea 

School Partnerships – Australia-Korea school 
engagement March 2010 - ONGOING 

4 School eligibility 
To be considered eligible to take part in the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project, a school must: 

• complete the application form contained in this document;  

• nominate one teacher to participate in the training and online collaborative projects; 

• address each of the selection criteria;  

• agree to the conditions of participation; 

submit their application prior to the closing deadline; and meet the eligibility criteria set out below: 

• be committed to working with a Korean partner for at least one year following the Korean 
teachers visit to Australia through online collaborative activities; 

• have the written support of the school principal;  

• have suitable hardware, software and regular access to the Internet; 

• have suitable IT support within the school; and 

• have an interest in furthering or including ICT in the school curriculum.  

5 Teacher eligibility 
The school will nominate one teacher to take part in the visit to Korea, the ICT training and work on 
the Australia - Korea BRIDGE Project with their classes. To be eligible, a teacher must: 

• be able to travel to Korea for up to two weeks in September 2009, during which they will  
participate in a range of activities including ICT training to support their work on the 
Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project and a homestay with their Korean partner school. Most in-
country costs in Korea for participant’s travel, accommodation and meals will be covered by 
the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project; participants (or their schools) will need to cover the 
costs of their travel to/from Korea. 
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• have a current passport for overseas travel containing at least 2 blank pages and which is 
valid for travel up to March 2010; 

• be able to attend ICT training with their Korean counterpart in Melbourne from Saturday 13 
February to Sunday 14 February, 2010  

• be able to host their Korean partner in their home and/or other teachers’ homes and school 
for up to nine days, from Sunday 14 February - Monday 22 February, 2010.  

• have intermediate computer skills; 

• have an understanding of Internet navigation and usage;  

• be a full-time classroom teacher;  

• support curriculum development within the school; and 

• be committed to teaching in an Australian school for the next two years. 

6 Funding support 
Australian schools and teachers will be provided with some funding to support their participation in 
the BRIDGE Project. The Australian teachers nominated to take part will have most of the in-
country costs for their two weeks in Korea covered and will be provided with ICT training in Korea 
along with their Korean counterparts. They will also be provided with a weekend of ICT training in 
Melbourne along with their Korean counterparts in February 2010 including provision of domestic 
airfares, hotel accommodation and most meals. The total approximate value of the AEF 
sponsorship for schools and their teachers participating in this program is AUD$3500. 

7 How to apply  
To apply to participate in the Australia Korea BRIDGE Project please complete the application form 
in Part B and forward the signed original application to the AEF, as listed in Part A.  Applications 
must include the school principal’s endorsement and the name of the nominated teacher to 
participate in the ICT training and two week visit to Korea. 

The deadline for applications is 5.00 pm Friday 7 August 2009. Applications that are not 
received by this deadline will not be accepted.  

8 Selection criteria 
The selection criteria are set out below.  Please consider the prompts provided under each of the 
criteria when composing your schools response. 

a) Demonstrated commitment to engaging with Korea. 
• Outline why the school wants to be involved in the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project. 
• Outline the school’s current activities in engaging with Korea/Asia. 
• Provide examples of how the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project will further the school’s 

engagement with Korea at a classroom, school and community level. 

b) Demonstrated ability to incorporate ICT into the school’s teaching programs. 
• Provide examples of current ICT practices utilised within the school. 
• Outline the IT and/or ICT support currently available in the school. 

c) Demonstrated capacity to provide teaching and learning outcomes in the school and in 
the broader education community. 



 

  
 

7 

• Explain how the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project will benefit the teaching and learning 
outcomes of the school. 

• Provide examples of how the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project will engage your broader 
school community. 

(d) Capacity to support a visiting Korean teacher for the nine-day homestay and school 
program. 

• Provide an overview of how the school aims to host its Korean partner, including homestay 
host/s and support within the school. 

• Outline how the school aims to address any cultural differences.  

9 Assessment 
A panel managed by the AEF will select Australian schools and teachers. Only applications that 
have satisfied the eligibility criteria will be considered. Applications will be ranked according to the 
quality of school’s responses to the selection criteria and the support statement provided by the 
school principal. 

10 Reporting requirements 
On completion of the program participants must submit: 

• a report to the AEF on the outcomes of their participation in the Australia-Korea BRIDGE 
Project; and 

• a copy of all online collaborative work.  

The report will provide information on how schools have benefited from the Australia –Korea 
BRIDGE Project, how they have incorporated their experiences into their teaching programs and 
the progress they have made towards implementing strategies and activities to share their 
knowledge as proposed in their application form. A template will be made available to schools as 
part of the pre-program briefings.   

11 Privacy statement  
All material received from schools by the AEF is accepted on the understanding that such material 
may only be used:  

• in assessing applications for the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project; 

• in administering the Australia- Korea BRIDGE Project; and 

• for the purposes of informing the Australia Korea Foundation, Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade, and the public about the outcomes of the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project.   

All information collected or created will be treated in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 which 
prevents personal information from being disclosed without appropriate consent, unless disclosure 
is required or authorised by law. 

The AEF may publish the names and school of participants of the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project 
for promotion and publicity of the program. 

 

[PLEASE DETACH THIS SECTION BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION] 
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Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project 
Part B – Application Form 

Australian Schools and Teachers 

1 SCHOOL DETAILS 
Name of School: 

     

 

Sector: GOVERNMENT  CATHOLIC  INDEPENDENT  

School Address: 

     

 

Town/Suburb/City: 

     

 State:  

   

 Postcode:  

    

 

School Phone: 

     

 School Fax: 

     

  

School Website: 

Principal’s Name: 

     

 

School Bio:  

     

  

  

 

Is this application being submitted jointly with another school? (as per section 4) 

  Yes             No 
If so, please indicate the school/s name below: 

 

2 KEY SCHOOL CONTACT FOR APPLICATION 

Title:

     

 First Name: 

     

 Family Name: 

     

 

Position: 

     

 Work Email: 

     

 

Contact Phone: 

     

 Mobile:  

     

 

a) How did you find out about the 
Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project?  

 
 AEF Direct Email Bulletin     AEF State Advisors     Asia Ednet 
Professional Assoc: ______________  Other: _____________   

 

  Yes             No 
b) Does your school offer Korean? (Please note that this is NOT a criteria 
for participation) 
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3 SELECTION CRITERIA 
Please address all selection criteria. 

a) Demonstrated commitment to engaging with Korea. 
• Outline why the school wants to be involved in the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project. 
• Outline the school’s current activities in engaging with Korea/Asia. 
• Provide examples of how the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project will further the school’s 

engagement with Korea at a classroom, school and community level. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Demonstrated ability to incorporate ICT into the school’s teaching programs. 
• Provide examples of current ICT practices utilised within the school. 
• Outline the IT and/or ICT support currently available in the school. 
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c) Demonstrated capacity to provide teaching and learning outcomes in the school and in the 
broader education community. 

 Explain how the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project will benefit the teaching and learning outcomes 
of the school. 

 Provide examples how the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project will engage your broader school 
community. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(d) Capacity to support a visiting Korean teacher for the nine-day homestay and school program. 
 Provide an overview of how the school aims to host its Korean partner, including homestay host/s 

and support within the school. 
 Outline how the school aims to address cultural differences.  
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4 NOMINATED TEACHER DETAILS  

Title:

     

 First Names: 

     

 Family Name: 

     

 

Position: 

     

 

Home Address: 

     

 

Town/Suburb/City: 

     

 State:  

   

 Postcode:  

    

 

Home Phone: 

     

 Mobile:  

     

 

Email:  

     

 

Passport/Legal Name (for travel): 

     

 

a) List your teaching qualifications.  

Qualifications Institution Year completed 

     

 

 

 

 

     

 

     

 

b) List your professional experience in the last three years. 

Year School  Positions held Subjects taught  

     

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

     

 

 

     

 

 

c) List student year levels taught in your current teaching load. 

Year level Class details No. hours per week 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

     

 

 

d) Rate your Korean language proficiency (If relevant) 

Beginning         Elementary    Intermediate        Advanced      Native Speaker   
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By signing this statement, the teacher agrees that he/she will:  

• travel to Korea in mid September 2009 for two weeks (from 19 September to 2 October), to 
participate in the Korean cultural program, the ICT professional development training and 
the homestay with their Korean partner school/ host (costs for travel, accommodation and 
meals during the Korea visit will be covered by the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project; the 
teacher or their school is responsible for the costs of their travel to/from Korea); 

• attend the two day ICT training in Melbourne from Saturday 13 February to Sunday 14 
February, 2010 along with their Korean counterpart (costs for attending the ICT training 
including airfares, accommodation and most meals will be covered by the Australia-Korea 
BRIDGE Project); 

• support their Korean partner during the nine-day homestay and school program, from 
Sunday February 14 to Monday February 22, 2010;  

• commit to working with a Korean partner for at least one year following the Koreans visit to 
Australia through online collaborative activities; 

• be a full-time classroom teacher;  

• support curriculum development within the school; and 

• be committed to teaching in an Australian school for the next two years. 

d) Teacher’s signature 

Signed: 

     

 
 
  

Dated: 

     

 

Name (in block letters): 

     

 
 

(Title)                     (First Name)                                    (Family Name) 
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6 SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S STATEMENT 

This statement will be taken into account in the selection of Australian schools in the Australia-Korea 
BRIDGE Project.  

a) Estimation of the school’s suitability to the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project; 

     

 

b) Benefits to the students and the school community in participating in the Australia-Korea BRIDGE Project; 

     

 

c) How the school aims to ensure longer-term engagement with their Korean partner; 
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By signing this statement, the Principal agrees that the school listed in this application:  

• endorses the Teacher nominated in this application to travel to Seoul for two weeks in 
September (from 19 September to 2 October) to participate in a Korean cultural program, 
ICT professional development training and a homestay with their Korean partner 
school/host;  

• endorses the Teacher nominated in this application to travel to Melbourne for up to 3 days, 
to participate in ICT professional development training with their Korean counterpart from 
Saturday 13 February to Sunday 14 February, 2010 (costs of the teacher’s domestic 
airfares, accommodation and most meals will be covered by the Australia-Korea BRIDGE 
Project); 

• is able to host their Korean partner in the school community for up to nine days, from 
Sunday 14 February to Monday 22 February, 2010;  

• is committed to working with a Korean  partner for at least one year following the Korean 
teachers visit to Australia in February 2010 through online collaborative activities; 

• has suitable hardware, software, regular access to the Internet and IT support; and 
• has an interest in furthering or including ICT in the school curriculum.  

 

d) Principal’s signature 

Signed: 

     

 
 
  

Dated: 

     

 

Name (in block letters): 

     

 
 

(Title)                     (First Name)                                    (Family Name) 

 


