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PLANNING & PROGRAMMING PROFORMA USING SACSA FRAMEWORK 
 

LEARNING AREA: SOSE YEAR LEVEL: 9  UNIT TITLE: Civics and Citizenship    DURATION: Approx. 10 weeks  
  NAME: Mr. James Richardson 
UNIT OVERVIEW 
The main purpose of this unit will be to provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary for them to be effective and responsible citizens. Concepts such as the 
nature of sovereignty and political power will be covered, with a particular focus on both the theoretical and practical issues concerning politics and citizenship within 
Australia. Major political ideologies will be covered and contrasted in detail, together with the principles of Australia’s democracy, the rights and responsibilities of 
Australian citizens, and the concept of liberty. Additionally, students will also develop an understanding of Australia’s 3 levels of government, the nation’s political 
system and the ideologies of its major parties. To add a further practical element to this unit, students will be guided through the nature of Australia’s voting system and 
representative democracy in both theory and action.  
STRANDS 

• Time, continuity and 
change 

• Social systems 

ESSENTIAL LEARNINGS 
Futures   √                                 Identity √ 
Interdependence     √                Thinking √ 
Communication       √               Literacy √ 

SKILLS/METHODOLOGIES 
• Students will develop an understanding of various 

forms of governance 
• Students will develop an awareness of citizenship, with 

a particular focus on rights and responsibilities 
• Students will learn the value of democracy and its 

importance in Australia’s political society, and in their 
own lives 

• Students will develop an understanding of liberty and 
its importance in Australian society, and in their own 
lives 

• An understanding will be developed of Australia’s 
major political parties: their origins, purposes, policies, 
objectives and ideologies 

• Students will develop a knowledge and appreciation of 
Australia’s democracy 

• Student s will develop a knowledge and understanding 
(both theoretical and practical) of Australia’s voting 
system, its political system, democracy in action (e.g. 
class voting) and local politics/political processes 

• Teacher will guide students through these 
concepts/issues by using didactic instruction and 
textbook resources 

• Learning techniques such as class brainstorming, mind 
maps, discovery learning (independent research), class 
discussions/debates and group work will also be used. 
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TEACHING and LEARNING ACTIVITIES T/ 
Line 

RESOURCES ASS ACTIVITIES 
(F=formative S=summative)

OUTCOMES 

• Teacher to introduce students to this unit and engage 
them in class discussion: what does it mean to be a 
citizen? What is democracy? Why do we have rights? 
What would it be like to live in a world where we 
didn’t have rights? Where do our rights come from? 
(Teacher to emphasise to students that this unit will be 
covering highly important and controversial issues 
that impact upon us all) 

• Students to design a title page for this topic in their 
workbooks. 

• Students to copy down basic introductory notes on 
rights and responsibilities of citizens – teacher to put 
up notes on whiteboard and guide students through the 
concepts. 

• Students to read and complete questions from ‘Rights 
and Responsibilities of Citizens’ worksheet 
 

• Teacher to introduce students to different forms of 
governance: guided instruction with class note taking. 
Teacher to give students handout, ‘Types of 
Government’ (students to carefully read this) 

• Students to complete ‘Worksheet 1 – Types of 
Government’  

 
 
 

• Teacher to discuss with class the differences between 
ancient Greek democracy and that which is found in 
Australia. Teacher to give out information sheets. 

• Students to read information sheets and complete 
questions 

• Teacher to guide students through the concept of 
liberty (guided instruction) 

• Students to read information sheet on liberty and 
complete notes from whiteboard 

• Teacher to give out ‘Democracy’ sheet – students to 
carefully read it and answer all questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student 
workbooks and 
stationery, teacher 
notes, handout: 
‘Rights and 
Responsibilities of 
Citizens’ 
worksheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student 
workbooks and 
stationery, teacher 
notes, handout: 
‘Types of 
Government’ and 
‘Worksheet 1 - 
Types of 
Government’ 
 
 
Student 
workbooks and 
stationery, teacher 
notes, information 
sheets, 
‘Democracy’ sheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F – class 
discussion/brainstorming/note 
taking/reading and writing down 
teacher notes 
S – Title page 
S - Questions from ‘Rights and 
Responsibilities of Citizens’ 
worksheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F – class discussion/note 
taking/reading handout: ‘Types of 
Government’ 
S - ‘Worksheet 1 – Types of 
Government’ 
 
 
 
 
 
F - class discussion/note 
taking/reading information sheets 
and completing questions 
S – ‘Democracy’ sheet questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Describe major forms of 
government 
 

• Describe the importance of 
civic rights/responsibilities 
and liberty 
 

• Critically analyse the concept 
of citizenship and liberty 

 
• Compare and contrast 

elements of direct democracy 
with representative democracy 
 

• Articulate the effect of 
democratic values on 
individuals and society 
 

• Describe the 3 forms of 
government in Australia 
 

• Develop an awareness the 
political parties in Australia 
and their ideologies, 
objectives and values 
 

• Develop an understanding of 
Australia’s democratic 
political system 
 

• Increase awareness of local 
politics (e.g. local members 
for parliament) and the 
role/processes of local politics 
in students’ communities 
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• Teacher to give out ‘Types of Government’ 
assignment 

• Students to work on ‘Types of Government’ 
assignment 

 
 

• Teacher to discuss with class the 3 levels of 
government in Australia – students to copy down 
notes from whiteboard 
 
For each of the following learning activities, the 
teacher will engage students in class discussion as 
well as providing didactic guided instruction. Each 
activity will encourage students to engage in group 
work, brain storming and independent research:  

 
• Complete selected assessment activities from 

Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 196 
 

• Complete selected assessment activities from 
Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 199 

• Complete selected assessment activities from 
Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 201 

• Complete selected assessment activities from 
Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 203 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Undertake class voting exercise using the information 
from Jacaranda SOSE 3, pp. 204-205 (teacher to help 
facilitate this process) 

 

Weeks 
4 and 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 
6 and 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 
8 and 9 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 
10 

 

Student 
workbooks and 
stationery, teacher 
notes, ‘Types of 
Government’ 
assignment 
 
 
For the rest of this 
unit: 
Student 
workbooks and 
stationery, 
Jacaranda SOSE 
Alive 3 textbook, 
and access to 
computers/internet
/library in order to 
do research. 
 

S – ‘Types of Government’ 
assignment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F – Copying out class notes 
S - Complete selected assessment 
activities from Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 
196 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F - class 
discussion/brainstorming/note 
taking/reading pp. 198-203 from 
Jacaranda SOSE 3  
F - Complete selected assessment 
activities from Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 
199 
S - Complete selected assessment 
activities from Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 
201 
S - Complete selected assessment 
activities from Jacaranda SOSE 3, p. 
203 
 
 
 
S - Undertake class voting exercise 
using the information from 
Jacaranda SOSE 3, pp. 204-205 

 
• Students become familiar with 

Australia’s preferential voting 
system and representative 
democracy in action/practice 
 

SACSA 
4.3, 4.10. 4.11, 4.12 

 

 


